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The Shad Bake

If the way to a heart is
through his stomach the way to the I

heart of a civic body is through a
banquet Formal meetings are useful
and necessary but men never grow
to know each other until they meet
in relaxation and play Unless they
know each other much time anti labor
is lost at unnecessary crosspurposes
and avoidable misunderstandings

Washington is a city noted for its
public shad bakes The fire under
writers have one a year so does the
bar and so does the fioard of Trade
At these gatherings there is a joyous
freedom that is a relief to the busy
men who participate and that brings
the active men of the city closer to
gether in sympathy and understand
ing As a result the public spirit of
Washington is as strong and is on
as high a plane as that of any city
In the world

Yesterday the Board of Trade held
its annual outing at River View The
spirit of the occasion was dignified
but free and delightful Perhaps the
most noteworthy matter was the in
tense earnestness of all the distin
guished speakers in responding to the
toasts assigned them Their mes
sages rang clear and true for they

the utterances of men who have
a purpose in life and a definite work
to do

That purpose was the unification
and direction of our public spirit to
v rd the beautification of the Na
to al Capital The people of the Dis
tr t heartily indorse whatever
tends in this direction and they will
be backed up by the whole body of
American citizens for the embellish
ment of the Nations City is the
adornment of the Nation itself

Midnight Warblers

There is a species of bird common
in the District of Columbia that is
seldom seen though its song is
often heard Its habit is to remain
quietly in hiding during the daytime
and until shortly before midnight
when it flutters erratically from the
corner of one street to another sing
Ing popular airs in a shrill and dis
cordant or else bass and muffled
tcno

This bird is of a sociable nature
and usually goes in small flocks but
occasionally It may be found In
couples or a solitary specimen may
take possession of the night It has
a fondness for bright lights which
perhaps accounts for its flitting from
one barroom to another but it has
one habit which approaches divina
tion and secondsight so closely that
scientists are puzzled to explain it
How does this bird know by what
Instinct is it led what malevolent
devil possesses it invariably to detect
in which houses there are teething
infants tired men and nervous
women and unfailingly to pause in
front of such domiciles and pour out
its song Evidently the bird Is of
ill omen and its advent portends loss
of sleep It is called the midnight
warbler from the tremolo that dis
tinguishes its song Our scientists
the police would do well to investi
gate its curious habits and help it to
its nest

The Nation at Play

If you want to find the good Amen
can these days look for him in one
of two at his work
shop or in the field Allover the
country his day is dividea between
his work and his play outofdoors
It is the crack of bat the elicIt
of the golf ball the quick step of the
tennis court the report of the start
ers pistol or the even beat of the
oar in its lock which holds his Inter
est these days And it is good for the
nation

Every section reports athletic en
thusiasm Hardly a paper comes to
our exchange table which has not
doubled the space given to sports
and the increase is due nearly always
to activity among amateurs Yet one
of the New York dailies which did not
find enough interest in baseball two
years ago to warrant the allotment
of any space to professional games
now gives them three columns or
more

The Baltimore and Ohio railroad
has bought a handsome clubhouse
that Its employes reach may
not lack for athletic equipment
Branches of the Y M C A from
Rockland to Albuquerque are strain
lug their finances to accommodate the
thousands of young who want
to play The golf clubs are crowded
The entries for the tournaments or
field and track meets or series of

fic lapfl11 tonmc5 1

t

1

t

I

1

man
I

I

I

I

I

I

I

I

rill

I

I

I

placeseither

within

men

I

were

the
I

¬

¬

¬

¬

¬

¬

¬

¬

¬

¬

¬

¬

¬

¬

¬

¬

¬

¬

¬

scheduled this summer are so
that they are everywhere em

barrassing the officials And of i

hardly any less Interest Is the fact
that the American woman is taking
her place abreast of her brother
with racquet or golf club or canoe
paddle or even baseball mitt In hand
ready for use

Washington leads as it ought to
lead in this movement toward the
stronger man It maintains with
steady patronage in baseball alone
ten leagues of about six teams each
two of them recruited from Sunday

two college teams which
rank with the best college nines
half a dozen independent clubs an
abundant number of scrubs and a
professional team as constantly on
the jump as a Mexican bean Thin
thermore the Capital has a fine
league of basketball clubs half a doz
en associations of bowling clubs two
fine clubs in addition to crews
maintained by the local colleges a
s of tennis clubs an association
of roque clubs and general athletic i

association in the National Guard i

the military and stations the
public schools the Departments and
every other field of local labor

What will be the effect of all this
To fit a sound body on every sound
brain to loosen the girth and Increase
the endurance to clear the eye and
establish all the workings of the
brain on the normal resourceful ba
sis of good health In a word it Will
conduce to good citizenship and in
that sense it is pleasant to that
the President is himself a leader in
all manly sports and has doubtless
given force to this wave

The whole country seems to be
wakening We are purging our poli
tics cleaning out our businesses

resolutely back to honesty
as a requisite in all our dealings
and looking away from the confine
ment of a house in a row to a dwell
ing where Gods air and sunlight can
get in on all sides This rebound to
the joy of a resourceful physique Is
corollary to these other currents to
ward a better national life Ameri
ca can afford to be complacent as
long as its men and are as
happy in openair sport as they are
today

Reform and Reformers

There Is a movement for righteous
ness throughout the world As yet it
is but as the rustling of the trees that
accompanies the break of day it is a
rising of the wind that promises much
for the future

Many men are honestly urging this
movement forward but there are
charlatans here and there who hay
ing caught the direction of the breeze
are using it to grind their own grist
Concerning these the current issue of
The World Today says

Just now the charlatan reformer
is too considerably in evidence We
are in an era of confession Boodlers
confess to escape punishment Good
men to ease their conscience Gentle
men with active imaginations confess
in the Interest of their income It is
the charlatans golden age A mans
penitence has come to bs his largest
financial asset There never was a
time when reputations were so butch
ered to make newspaper and maga
zine circulation

To uncover the sins of ones asso
elates and ones self as a commercial
venture and to advertise specifics or
curealls is a genuine menace to pub
lie morals It is one thing for the de
partment of health to open up a citys
sewers It would be quite another
thing if sewer opening became a com
mercially lucrative fad A man Is
not a prophet because he lays bare
social evils He may be a common
yellow journalist It is one thing to
bare evils In the name of God it is
quite another thing to be a scandal
monger at so much a thousand
words

Mr Lincolns epigram gives much
encouragement to all optimists You
can fool some of the people all the
time you can fool all of them some
time but you cant fool all the people
all the time When notoriety hunt
ers and charlatan reformers seem
most to sway the public It Is then
the hour draws near for the swift and
certain condemnation to which they
are entitled Let us not fret our
hearts about the pinckbeck and cop
perWashed reformers there are true
and honest men at wor k in the
world men full of patriotism and
wisdom and in tile end the works of
the latter will endure and the works
of the others will be swept away and
forgotten

fhe Indeterminate Sehtence

The magazines have much to say
these days of discrepancies In sen
tences imposed for crime Thus lar
ceny which usually moves the courts
of the District of Columbia to im
prison the offender for fifteen days
or three months In Louisiana jus
tifies a sentence of two years and In
Connecticut a sentence of twenty
years The severest penalty for for
gery in Delaware Is three years im
prisonment in New York it is a sen
tence for life The average sentence
for arson In Arkansas is two years
in Rhode Island it Is seventeen years
and a half This is all retributive

it is retribution accord
ing to geography and not according
to the character of the offender

Accordingly Eugene law
yer who has given a whole lifetime
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atten to the study of prison
eform is out In the Independent with

an argument In favor of the indeter
minate sentence for crime By this
sentence says Mr Smith a person

convicted of crime Is sentenced to im
for any fixed or defi

nite to Imprisonment sim
ply The Imprisonment is to continue
until the prisoner shall have under
gone such a change In his character
habits and purposes as to render it
safe in the judgment of
tribunal to restore him to freedom

It is manifest that our present sys
tem of criminals begins
wrong The conditions which produce
crime and the natuite of the offense
are approximately too same all
the country At any rate there is
no difference which warrants this ex
traordinary discrepancy In punish
meat And most of the renal insti
tutlons are not reformatory in their
influence they are punitive merely
and send the criminal into the world
the worse in character and the more
bankrupt in opportunity To remedy
the first falling the National Bar As
sociation ought to prove equal The

ismore serious depending as
It does on the character of the prison
warden

As long as the sell
tence depends upon the judgment of
such men as now govern our re
formatories it will appeal to the
average citizen as perhaps a desirable
scheme of punishment but at pros
ent decidedly Impracticable We will
begin our reform first with the re
formator

The Mocking Bird
Near The Times office is a caged

mockingbird He sings as gladly as
thoughhe were free he has the par
donable pride that goes with superior
abilty and acknowledged excellence
his soul is full of music and he
pleases himself and lila neighbors by
pouring It forth from morning to
night His song Is the springtime
call of nature and freedom and love
it is the one touch of beauty in a
street otherwise dingy and narrow

Sometimes at the close of the day
when the air is heavy with the smell
of ink when the distant rumble of
the press drones In the ears like the
hum of innumerable bees when the
pen sputters and the pencil grows
dull sometimes when the of
the day gives way to the more sooth
ing process of digestion and the eyes
droop and skip a line here and three
lines there sometimes that bird puts
extra sweetness into his notes and
has a languorous liquidness in
call that causes day dreams and
surge of ancient and neglected mem
pries It is then that the mind goes
back to the moonlit splendors of the
Southland

Once as this magician sang his in
cantation a little boy in a lonely
garret lay awake and listened to the
melody without which seemed to
flood the night equally with the
moon there could be no ogres or
giants where such delicious music
pleased the ear and the little boy
fell asleep to dream of lovely prin
cesses his fairy godmother and him
self as the lucky prince At another
time the birdnotes with their full
low tremolo set the heartstrings in
sympathetic vibration then a youth
and a maiden paced the path before
her fathers house while the scent of
the honeysuckle the jasmine and the
spicy rose filled the air with a sweet
ness that vied with the melody which
the mockingbird In the oak tree near
the road was pouring forth And
again the deep belltoues of the caged
bird recalled that night June when
the family sat solemnly on the moon
lit lawn one of its members having
been laid to rest beneath the myrtle
and the yew trees In the private cem
etery beyond the bill There was
little to be said but the glorious
melodies of the mockingbird filled
the silence with beauty and lee
thought to rise above the grave and
soar starward

Sunday Among the Trees

Washington cuddles up through
the winter lu a cox y nest of hills
All about ast south and

pines shield her from
the chill winds and the beautiful
city in the shelter spins and weaves
so industriously that she forgets now
and then to look out and nod her
thanks In return

But when summer comes with
new needles for the pines and crisp
cool leaves for the oa snd maples
the city looks up and sees the hills
And those of her children who are
able to go out among the trees and
put on airs The rest of the family
must stay at home working swelter
lag and castfng their eyes toward the
hazy trees In the distance with a
longing that just misses being envy
At this season those who summer
In the country come Intp town every
little while and talk about being

roasted alive and rushing back
to the cool and being just for
some business at the bank and so
on as though they had no knowledge
at all of their brothers and sisters
who would like to live beyond the
hills but cannot

For these others the holiday comes
once a week not three months in the
year They must rest as they live
a day at a time So on Sundays they
dress in a fresh muslin
father in a black cutaway edged
with braid who clerks in a
store In a blue serge with a yachting
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aP big sister In a lawn dress with
open work than lawn and a
hat that shoots off toward

ieaven two little girls in Russian
and socks and the baby in

he pink and white knitted sack that
was waiting for her when they ex
ected to get a little boy but didnt

John Carries a market basket and his
fafchera hammock folded wp square

So they climb into the car and
crowd you away from the end jind
you wonder why they had to into
your seat But the family dont
know you are alive and dont care
They are off to the woods and
whether they go all the way in a
trolley car the steam cars or
by steamboat they are thoroughly
happy The air that you breathe in
differently out among the trees fills
them with a new energy and gives
their step 3 spring which is a fine
contrast with their next days trudge
about their The creek you pass

hearing its murmur or not
lag its glistening ripples is a wonder
ful thing to them the little girls
wade in it and John fishes in it and
the father and mother walk along its
bank as lighthearted though there
were no grind on the morrow to shut
them in again

THen the market Maybe
you you dont like cold string
beans and potted meats and thin
lemonade and tomatoes with salt on
them That is not the trouble The
trouble is that you have no appetite
If had the appetite that hard
work and the country air gives these
Sunday excursionists their market
basket dinner would taste better to
you than all the grass sandwiches or
pate de foie gras that were made
And when the evening comes and the
baby cries and everybody is tired

they come back to the city to
sleep as they have not slept since
their last sortie beyond the hills

We have assumed that you belong
with those who live in the country in
the summer If you do take a long
look at the next party like this you
encounter and make way for them in
the consciousness that they can teach
you much that you ought to know
But if you do not if you are one of
these excursionists yourself we say
tile cars are yours on Sunday and
there is not an openminded Ciirist
like preacher In Washington who
would keep you inside the hills on
the day He appointed that all His
children might rest

The Virginia political campaign has
reached the mint julep and I bet you
suh stags

Fashion notes say the womens hosiery
must suit their walking skirts and the
peekaboo man will be in style

When tncle Sam goes to tile
market on the Congress ional Limited
plan the free traders will work overtime
at the pie counter

X PIerpont Hprgans offer to
the Popes finances suggests a desire on
Plerponts part to get another look at
the Ascoli cope deal

The New York police court lawyers
accused of gra t merely want
to trot in tIle Legislature class

Hollands 280000 appropriation for the
Peace Palace wouldnt pay the beer tax
of Peace King Bartholdts Congres
sional district

Lieutenant General Sahkarbff who
married a Sister of Mercy before re
turning to St Petersburg evidently pre
ferred to take his with him

The people in South Washington re
fuse td let the railroad run over them

Congressman Burton thinks he has
said enough Its a good example

The machinery carried by the Baltic
fleet for scraping away seaweed mar be
used to mow the lawn when the Itus
sians open their mermaids summer re
sort

Kentuckys Legislature has made It a
felony to steal chickens and now It is
called lifting the lid the feather
scandal

The news that the American yacht is
leading in the ocean race proves that
the trust has hired out one of its
experienced fugitives

Prance fears Japan will take Indo
China and as we cant pronounce the
alarmists name well call him Hull

Not every man with Private mark
ed on hig door can stand the Inspection
of the public

The son of Senator Clark has been
sued for his wine suppers and John D
Rockefeller jr gave a barber a 5cent
tip The chips of the old blocks seem
to have a hard time cashing in at papas
bank

King Edward makes it a plan never to
sell his horses and the rest of the
Englishmen make it a plan never to
bet em

The latest indication of Bertie Adams
whereabouts Is the announcement that
Portland Ore has adopted the whip
ping post

The arrival of a rich duke in America
doesnt create half the surprise caused
by the departure of a rich coachman
for England

King Alfonsos declaration that he will
marry to help his country sounds like
a Watteraon letter after the colone l
had made his old age trip to Paris

Miss Roosevelts desire to learn Span
ish before going to the Philippines is
all wrong She ought to learn to shoot

Mr Jerome wants to disbar a New
York lawyer this being somewhat out
of his line of getting people away from
the bar without punishment

The man who says he lost 80000 on
the comic opera The Isle of Chain
pagne can got It all back In a few
bottles

Au gust W Machen although described
yesterday as looking like a Presbyterian
preacher now has a dislike for tainted
money which ought to land him in the
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Are a National Menace
wfui Losses by the Consuming Element
Could In Large Part Be Obviated b

Build

By F W EITZPATRICK

i i

i

Structures

Proper
Construction

Our people are prone to fret under
taxation they rebelwnen prices of com

aite a above what they
they ought to be and insist upon

curative legislation when the cost of
railway or other transportation becomes
somewhat burdensome

Yet they blindly submit to a tax that
Is heavier than any of these the grcat
est single tax the nation one
that does absolutely no good to anyone
dees not help defray Governmental ex
penses does not enrich an individual
who again circulates the back
among tHe people antI yields no profit
nor pleasure to anyone but tremend
Oils drain that it is it entirely wasted
for all that vast outlay of money goes
absolutely into smokel

Awful Fire Losses
Not only is our firs an awful tax

In money of it last year It
wiped out 0772 We are
at the loss of life occasioned every year
by railroads Yet last year but 158

more passengers were killed by those
railways than there vf re people burned
tq death

Few people appreciate the Iffchazard
of lire There is much legislation anent
smallpox for Instance Our schools In
sist upon all children being vaccinated
and much ado made about the dis
ease and the isolation of Its victims
yet there are barely half as many peo
ple carried off by Is deemed a
dread scourge as there are who lose
their lives in fires The death rate by
scarlet fever in 1001 did not equal that
by fire by several hundreds

After some great holocaust such as
that at Chicago scarce a year ago the
newspapers and indlvJdjjals have much
to say and urge legislators to most
drastic action And so too after a
great sacrifice of property as at BaIt
more are wise laws and building ordi
nances much discussed

Forgotten Lessons
With the terrible lessons of in

mind we naturally thought that the
nation would awaken to the realization
of the fIre danger Indeed some cities
have passed rather severe restrictions
that Jf insisted upon would insure a
fair standard of building which would
go far toward preventing at least great
conflagrations

But there is scarce a city in the coun
try whore It a man have sufficient in
fluence with some alderman or other
he cannot get ameliorating conces
sions other exemptions from the
building regulations If he be power
ful enough he can build absolutely re
gardless of building Inspector or by
law

I have records of case after case
were special permits are issued or
where building inspectors are ordered
by their superiors the council or the
mayor to issue permits so and so

where if that official refuses such
special permits are issued over his
head

Naturally as a theater was the scene
of the most terrible loss of life theaters
were made the subject of the most rig
orous regulations But the authorities
and above all the people have grown
apathetic and I doubt if there are ten
theaters in the whole country who live
up to the full spirit of what a theater
should he to insure the protection of
the lives of its patrons in most flagrant
violations of the regulations are tole
rated

Fireproof Construction
We naturally expect that with Bal

timores fate still In mind most of our
cities at least the intelligent ones would
insist upon larger areas of compulsory
fireproof construction and a higher
standard establis hed of what is known

fireproof construction An d we ex
pected above all that individuals who
after all are the principal losers hav
ing received such plain lessons would
exercise greater intelligence in at least
baUding new buildings if not in pro
tcctSng and changing the old ones

But not a bit of Ik Wood and more
wood is still being used in our build
ings tinderboxes going up all about us
great warehouses that will contain
lions of dollars worth of property vast
institutions where hundreds of human
beings are housed and where often bun
dreds are locked in homes by the thou
sands all pretty expens ively finished
but in Which the grayest danger ever
lurks

Who would carry around a quart of
nitroglycerin with him In his daily walk
Of life and the pursuit of happiness
and liberty Yet people live and
worship and do business and send their
children to schools In buildings iat to
use an HiberRlahlsm are as quick on
the trigger as nitroglycerin

Why within the last few days I have
seen three fires where from the time
they were first discovered to the point
when floors and roof fell in including
the time it took to carry many human
beings in but their nightclothes from
out of third and fourthstory windows
scarce half an hour had elapsed

Folly of Baltimore
Of all cities one would think that

ought to build well now Baltimore
should take the lead Yet It seems to
me that there are more tindercon
structed buildings going up there now
than there were before the fire and
all things considered really inferior
construction to that which was swept
away scarce twelve months ago

Our people do not seem bright as
they are In other ways to have the
slightest appreciation of the dangers
and the cost of fire Last year there
was actually destroyed over 5220000000

worth of property or an average of
630000 a day infinitely more money than

was expended in new buildings In the
same time

Talk about race suicide If something
is not done to stay this terrible devasta
tion it can only be a question of years
when all our cities will have to be re
built not in the natural and properor
Ocr of improvement but prematurely
obligatorily

This Years Record
Are WQ doing any better this year

Th record thus far doesnt show it As
a matter of fact we have exceeded the
average of last year Take for in
stance the time from February 19 to
February 28
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PC trouble to Insare my get
ting the cdmplte record df every
that oeeu ed during some 6n6 period
and sfrle ied time to set the
fettuislte i ftacJiiKery in section not trust
lag to j Insurance arid fire
department reports but making
cartvasit by agettts and all
means so sts iv WaVe ten days absolute
record

There erft 22p tires during those lfidays 1316pt wnteh a damage of
upwards of ia or an pf
1315 fires a day The total loss for the
ten days was 14B59SOO or fl48C ba3 aday On otie of those days FeD ruay 23
there were 1G5 fires that totaled qio
700

This feOnlethlnr of retrogression
rather than over
True that neripg It EQ hed In
eluded some r heavy single fires
the New Orleans Terminal flre the Th

fircj the Boston docks and
the Hot Sjr njf3 fires But iju t ajs
severe lines are Occurring right straight
along

Hb many days cart you j Ick UR your
mornings paper and not onfrpnted
with starHnJgrhea4jinisspf fireat so jniiligii goon
up in Fmcke nnf Sp 1IV5S lo
In horrible flre etc

DisMbutlbn of Losses
And this loss is hbt limited to what

merely goes up In smoke We spend
over QOOC X a year In the maintenance
of fire departments Some of those departments have become marvels of per
fection TheirTnen are splendidly train
ed and they have apparatuses which
are mechanically perfect But thisexpenditure is an attempt to cure a
disease no Steps are being taken
or at least puny ineffective efforts onlyare being made tp prevent Jt

True too people will say that the in
surance companies reimburse
least to a degrecr for our losses But
bless you thats a foolish argument
And besides there again for every dol
lan returned to the individual losers Jn
the way of Indemnity by the companies
the same companies have had paid Into
their coffers 3 of premiums

So that all things Included direct
irio riey paid for mainten

once of fire premiums on
insurance absolute loss of rental dun
leg at least a short time there Is

direct loss to the country of
Something like 1500000003 a year caused
by firer Talk of taxes Is
other such tax on our people as this

Twentyfive or more years ago when
we first began to use fireproof construe
tion erecting steel frames for buildings
and encasing them in tile that form of
structure expensive though profit
able even there But people got Into the
notion that fireproof construction was
something in cost at least
as fat as ordinary were con

Ifo Longer Economy
The use of lumber for floor

and framing generally was an ecpnomy
Lumber was cheap Those conditions
obtain no longer Timber has gojle up
150 per cent In cost In some places and
the difference between the cost of
buildings made the old way and built
of tile and steelS the new way Is slight
indeed

As a matter of fact considering tint
permanency of construction the fewer
repairs and lessened maintenance xe
Qulred the small amount of insurance

is necessary to carry not to men
tion the comfort and satisfaction there
is in living In building a thor
oughly wellbuilt fireproof structure
even a small cottage alone an im
portant business building means a
lesser total investment and better in
terestproducing property than does the
flimsiest woodconstructed aiTair you can
put up that Is mistermed cheap In its
first cost

Therein lies the remedy for the ill
we depWre Not wonderful chemical en
gines extraordinary water pressure
vast expenditure lea additional high
water services more firemen and all
that sort of thing but better
construction prevention of fire

it Inlay be a long while before the laws
of the land compel to build well
though It is only a question of time I
know It may be reasonably doubted
that insurance companies will make
rates en poor construction prohibitive
and of course speculators men who
care nothing for the lives or property
of others may always be depended
upon to build just as flimsily as they
can and still keep out of jail

But sensible people thinking men
men who are building homes for them
solves or stores or office buildings or
who direct the disbursement of finances
for or prprrate ucdies should
attend to this themselves should
take the should learn that
only good building sate building Is
their wisest and best investment

One reason for the seeming apathy
upon the subject Is that people do not
know any better The next Is that
those who should keep them posted
fail in their task

A campaign of education is all that
is needed If the newspapers of the
country would set themselves energeti
cally to this task it would be a ques
tion of but a little while when popular
oulnion directed and educated would
p ace insurmountable obstacles In the

of speculative and build
ers of fIretrap new buildings woud
be at least moderately cor
struction of inflammable
and material And there
would also be evolved some method Of
eliminating much of thE which
lies in existing buildings of antiquated
construction

UNFLATTERING TO WOMEN

Many unflfi ltering sayings about
women are current in various

An old English saying If a man
Icso a woman a win
be lost the farthing

A Scotch one The next best thing
to no Is a good wife

The French adage A man of straw
s worth it woman gold
The German There are only two

good women in the world one is dead
hnd the other cant be found

The Spanish rhyme has it Were a
woman as as she is good a pea

would make her a gown and a
Hood

lhe Arabian says Words are
women deeds are men

The Persian declares Women and
are best out of the world
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Political Oirel

MAY ORGANIZE PARTY

Trouble in tUe Air for City EalltEni
Wio PUsh JSefar ous

Measure Through

PHILADELPHIA Ma m j

sow the general belief that Mayor
Weaver s action in announcing himselfas unalterably and op
posed to the gas is direct anddefiant breaking of the bonds
have heretofore bound him to the Kejjublican organization and a signal toit that he means to be boss

He is winning friends hourly and
In political circles this morning rumor
to the effect that he will organ ize a
new and Inde pen dent party and ac as
its leader arc rife ShpuI he ake
this step Immediately after
the ordinance which Is designated to 8
take away the city mot f
asset it Is not only possible lilit proW
tile that he would be ul

Becomes Central Figure
A inatters now stand Wet

ver is undoubtedly the central figure
In the gas lease situation He
one man who has the power to halt
the at this stage and the people

looking to him to exert that
as well as every one knows

that veto of the gas ordinance itself
will not be sufficient to cause the lead

to change their plans He inusfe
do more than this He raust

men who arc responsible
ruing the bill through conncfls fStl f
isie that if persist in
they will have tg ip Minr Tf

to make his efv
fective he tnust make the feir
lOin the only way In whic h fie can
dp this is by removing from the

JB rvJce every man who yields obedi
ence to the organization

Mayor Men Business
Gradually it Is dawning upgn the ppll

f ic upon those eigf
ployes who place their allegifiiee to
organizatipn before the duty they

city that Mayor We2Cyr
business and that there ls trouble fn
store for every city employ Wlier has
In any way made his approval P the
present gas deal fcansplcupufc

If the present state of high
continues to grow against the select and
common councflmeh Wir0 voted away
the Philadelphia works for a period
of seventyfive lOUjmeanbers

of both chambers will probably to
form of mutual admirVtion EO

clety among themselves for company
Never before in the history of this

city have the citizens held up
to suc h seers The Men

Who voted for the lease ave bejfag
shunned by their constituents in c
in exchanges on the street and in

fact everywhere It state
of affairs

HOW OYAMA WORKS
To the Editor of The Washington TimeS

One Western correspondent was quot
ed recently by one of the Tokyo dailies
aiLS saying

I Wished to see a Japanese ifeutgnanfc
one day was stationed at Genera
Oyamas headquarters established hi the
midst of a beautiful Chinese garden

Stepping to the open dopr a
man cla d in un immaculate white suit
sitting quietly s a table reading a
Japanese newspaper which completelY
hid his face When I spoke he jput the
newspaper down and then Ijgw tlfat
I was before Oyama himself g

In the house and In the garilerj out
side all was as peaceful as jg tIe rqrld
had never known of war You
almost hear the shadows of th
clouds rustling over the grass

Oyama was courteous he
in and offered whisky and sq Ia an il a
good cigar for both of which I WiS
duly had pot Jiad a anhlc
in three days and waved me to an in
ner room where Kodama and Qtb r
officers were sitting

The talk was jolly nd cheerful al
most flippant I asked about sbmev d
tail of the fighting e
flOU know too ie
a smile and a gesture which saipViis
plainly as world could say Drink
your whisky and soda smoke your
and be comfortable We will attend tto
the fighting Your dispatches can wait

And even while the two genefalft
were joking and laughing with me they
were attending to the fighting At
tervals orderlies sometimes
With the grime of the battle wouid
come in salute and deliver verbal mess
ages brief and terse from some officer t
in the field Oyama would sus hjii
talk listen give his directions and then
return with animation to the perfectly
commonplace topic under diserissiprii
precisely as If nothing special were
afoot

v

He received many telephone ami
telegraph mesages too in the
matteroffact way and dictated hi
renlies to his secre tary never losingthe
fire in his cigar and contentedly sipping
his whisky and soda the while

The pretty peaceful Chinese garden
in which Oyamas headquarters wOre
hidden away was In the center of a
veritable splderweb of wires through
which the commanderinchlef cojuld get
instant communication with any part of
his forces

The Japanese lead thet world in field
f telegraphy Unlike festern warriors
they string the wires on ground and
not on posts thus saving time and
money They have the art of securing
insulation worked out to perfection
though they cannot always prevent the
Chinese from meddling the wires

One Chinaman cut oft a piece of
Japanese telephone wire to make a
necklace of It and was beheaded in full
sight of dozens of his countrymen no
lighter punishment being thought sunl
clentlv terrifying to teach them the lee
son they so plainly needed F 3

Washington D C May 17

WHERE HE FELL
Elderly Relative her first vlsit am

much pleased Ethel with the appear
ance of your husband He looks like a

who would have no difficulty in
Carving out a successful career him
self

Young Wife You wont say that
auntie when see poor dear Harry
try his hand on a
Tribune

WEAVER IS FIRM

ON THE GAS tEASE
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